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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This action is responsive to comnnunications: RCE and Preliminary amendments, 
both filed 10/03/2004 to the original application filed 01/16/01. 

Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

2. A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set forth 
in 37 CFR 1 .1 7(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1 .1 14, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on 
04/12/2004 has been entered. 

Response to Arguments 

3. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1 - 22 have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 
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Claims 1,2,3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 1 2, 1 4, 1 5, 1 6, 1 8, 1 9, 21 and 22 are rejected under 
35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over USPN 6,069,848 issued to Thomas B. 
McDonald et al (hereinafter "McDonald") in view of Non-Patent literature "Born This Day 
- A book of birthdays and quotations of prominent people through the centuries", by 
Robert A. Nowlan (hereinafter "Nowlan"). 

Regarding claim 1, McDonald teaches a computer-implemented method for 
providing a user with age-event information comprising: 

a) receiving an input signal (see column 6, lines 13 - 53); 

b) determining age information from said input signal (see column 6, lines 54 - 
67 and column 9, lines 3 - 5); and 

c) providing an output signal comprising age-event information corresponding to 
said age information (see column 7, lines 59 - 65). 

McDonald does not explicitly teach an event that occurred in the life of a second 
individual when said second individual was at an age equal to the age of said first 
individual. 

Nowlan teaches an event that occurred in the life of a second Individual when 
said second individual was at an age equal to the age of said first individual (see page 
9, "1949 George Foreman"). 

However, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to combine teaching of Nowlan with the teaching of McDonald 
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"wherein said age information comprises the age of a first individual on a specific date 
and said age-event information-comprises information regarding an event that occurred 
in the life of a second individual when said second individual was at an age equal to the 
age of said first individual on said specific date". This can be deduced from Figs 3A - 
3D of McDonald where the input signal is birthdate which is July 12, 1995. Using this 
date, it can be concluded that "On 07/12/2041, you will be exactly as old as George 
Foreman when he regained his world heavyweight championship after he lost the title to 
Muhammad Ali (he was 46 years of age)"; see Nowlan Page 9. The age of the first 
individual can be computed using the birthdate and depending on the current time and 
date. The specific date is 07/12/2041 . An event that occurred in the life of a second 
individual is that George Foreman regained his World heavyweight championship at age 
46 in 1994. The motivation to combine Nowlan and McDonald is that the system creates 
and interesting concepts to learn which prominent people in history and in the news 
today share one's birthday, and to read some of the wit or wisdom of such individuals. 

Regarding claims 2, 15 and 22, McDonald teaches the input signal comprises a 
date (see column 6, lines 13-53 and the date with reference to Figs 3A - 3D is "July 
12, 1995"). 

McDonald does not explicitly teach the output signal comprises a celebrity 
ageliner, wherein said celebrity ageliner names a celebrity and describes a historical 
event in the life of an individual that occurred when said individual was the age of said 
celebrity on said date. 
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Nowlan teaches the output signal comprises a celebrity ageliner, wherein said 
celebrity ageliner names a celebrity and describes a historical event in the life of an 
individual that occurred when said individual was the age of said celebrity on said date 
(see page 9, "1949 George Foreman"; celebrity ageliner name is "George Foreman" 
and a historical event in the life of an individual that occurred when said individual was 
the age of said celebrity on said date is that George Foreman regained his World 
heavyweight championship at age 46 in 1994.). 

The motivation to combine Nowlan and McDonald is that the system creates and 
interesting concepts to learn which prominent people in history and in the news today 
share one's birthday, and to read some of the wit or wisdom of such individuals. 

Regarding claim 3, McDonald teaches the input signal comprises age information 
relating to a target individual, and the output signal comprises age-event information 
customized for said first individual, and the output signal includes a reference to said 
first individual (see Fig.1 and column 7, lines 59 - 65). 

Regarding claim 4, McDonald teaches wherein the output signal further 
comprises a date (see Fig. 1 1 and column 9, lines 3 - 5). 

Regarding claim 5, McDonald teaches the input signal comprises a birthdate (see 
column 6, lines 1 7 - 20). 
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Regarding claim 6, McDonald teaches said input signal represent an age (see 
column 6, lines 54 - 64). 

Regarding claim 7, McDonald teaches the output signal is obtained by using said 
age information to select corresponding age-event information from database (see 
column 7, lines 59 - 65). 

Regarding claims 8, 16 and 19, McDonald teaches the step of generating a 
customized greeting for said first individual, said greeting comprising age-event 
information (see column 8, lines 46 - 54). 

Regarding claim 12, McDonald teaches the step of generating a life-chart for said 
first individual, wherein said life-chart comprises age-event information for at least two 
dates in the life of said first individual (see Fig.1 1 and column 9, lines 3 - 5). 

Regarding claims 14 and 18, McDonald teaches a computer system for providing 
age-event information, comprising: 

computer processor means for processing data (column 2, lines 47 - 50); 
storage means for storing data on a storage medium (see column 2, lines 59 - 

66); 

means for receiving input (see column 2, lines 53 - 56); 
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means for determining age information from said input (see column 6, lines 54 - 
67 and column 9, lines 3 - 5); and 

means, responsive to said age-determining means, for outputting age-event 
information to a user (see column 7, lines 59 - 65); 

McDonald does not explicitly teach an event that occurred in the life of a second 
individual when said second individual was at an age equal to the age of said first 
individual. 

Nowlan teaches an event that occurred in the life of a second individual when 
said second individual was at an age equal to the age of said first individual (see page 
9, "1949 George Foreman"). 

However, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to combine teaching of Nowlan with the teaching of McDonald 
"wherein said age information comprises the age of a first individual on a specific date 
and said age-event information-comprises information regarding an event that occurred 
in the life of a second individual when said second individual was at an age equal to the 
age of said first individual on said specific date". This can be deduced from Figs 3A - 
3D of McDonald where the input signal is birthdate which is July 12, 1995. Using this 
date, it can be concluded that "On 07/12/2041 , you will be exactly as old as George 
Foreman when he regained his world heavyweight championship after he lost the title to 
Muhammad All (he was 46 years of age)"; see Nowlan Page 9. The age of the first 
individual can be computed using the birthdate and depending on the current time and 
date. The specific date is 07/12/2041 . An event that occurred in the life of a second 
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individual is that George Foreman regained his World heavyweight championship at age 
46 in 1994. The motivation to combine Nowlan and McDonald is that the system creates 
and interesting concepts to learn which prominent people in history and in the news 
today share one's birthday, and to read some of the wit or wisdom of such individuals. 

Regarding claim 21 , McDonald teaches the computer-implemented method for 
providing a user with age-event information of claim 1 , wherein the age information 
received in step a) is related to the age of a first individual (see column 6, lines 13 - 53), 
and said method further comprises: 

McDonald does not explicitly teach input signal comprising the name of second 
individual. 

Nowlan teaches receiving an input signal comprising the name of a second 
individual (see page 9, "1949 George Foreman"); 

However, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to combine teaching of Nowlan with the teaching of McDonald 
"wherein said age information comprises the age of a first individual on a specific date 
and said age-event information-comprises information regarding an event that occurred 
in the life of a second individual when said second individual was at an age equal to the 
age of said first individual on said specific date". This can be deduced from Figs 3A - 
3D of McDonald where the input signal is birthdate which is July 12, 1995. Using this 
date, it can be concluded that "On 07/12/2041, you will be exactly as old as George 
Foreman when he regained his world heavyweight championship after he lost the title to 
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Muhammad Ali (he was 46 years of age)"; see Nowlan Page 9. The age of the first 
individual can be computed using the birthdate and depending on the current time and 
date. The specific date is 07/12/2041 . An event that occurred in the life of a second 
individual is that George Foreman regained his World heavyweight championship at age 
46 in 1994. The motivation to combine Nowlan and McDonald is that the system creates 
and interesting concepts to learn which prominent people in history and in the news 
today share one's birthday, and to read some of the wit or wisdom of such individuals. 

Regarding claim 22, Reed teaches computer implemented method for providing 
a user with age-event information of claim 21 , wherein said output signal further 
comprises at least one date in the life of said first individual, wherein the age of said first 
individual on said data is the same as the age of said second individual at the time of 
said event (see column 17, line 66 - column 18, line 1 - 17). 

5. Claim 13 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over McDonald 
in view of Nowlan and further in view of USPN 5,031,161 issued to David Kendrick 
(hereinafter "Kendrick"). 

Regarding claim 13, McDonald or Nowlan does not explicitly teach the steps of 
generating a life-clock display for said first individual, wherein said life-clock display 
comprises a symbolic representation of the amount of life an individual has lived and the 
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amount of life said first individual is expected to live before dying; and providing 
age-event information on said life-clock. 

Kendrick teaches the steps of generating a life-clock display for said first 
individual, wherein said life-clock display comprises a symbolic representation of the 
amount of life an individual has lived and the amount of life said first individual is 
expected to live before dying (see Figs. 1 and 2; column 1 , line 60 - column 2, line 4 
and columns 4 - 6); and 

providing age-event information on said life-clock (see fig. 2). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to combine teaching of Kendrick with the teaching of McDonald and 
Nowlan to create a timepiece for monitoring and displaying the approximate time 
remaining in a user's life. The motivation is to provide a timepiece for estimating a 
lifespan of a user, which is settable by programming given events in the user's life, 

6. Claims 9, 10, 11, 17 and 20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over McDonald in view of Nowlan and further in view of USPN 
5,983,200 issued to Benjamin Slotznick (hereinafter "Slotznick"). 

Regarding claim 9, MCDonald or Nowlan does not explicitly teach the 
customized greeting is an electronic greeting card. 

Slotznick teaches the customized greeting is an electronic greeting card (see 
column 1, lines 38 - 42). 
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It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to combine teaching of Slotznick with the teaching of McDonald 
and Nowlan wherein age-event information is an electronic greeting card. The 
motivation is that sending electronic greeting card is quicker than the traditional mail 
system. 

Regarding claim 10, Slotznick teaches the customized greeting is a greeting card 
produced at a an automated greeting card kiosk (see column 1 , lines 39 - 45). 

Regarding claims 11,17 and 20, Slotznick teaches the step of generating a 
customized calendar for the target individual (see Fig.5 step 95 and column 22, lines 23 
-28). 

Conclusion 

7. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Fred I. Ehichioya whose telephone number is 703-305- 
8039. The examiner can normally be reached on M - F 8:00 AM to 4:30 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John E. Breene can be reached on 703-305-9790. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



Fred I. Ehichioya 
Patent Examiner 
Art Unit 21 62 



October 11, 2004 




